Debate Tournament Guide

By Sohum Doshi, 2008-2010 Captain of the RHS Debate Team

1. Dress appropriately. You want to look presentable to the judges who (believe it or not) find appearance a factor in determining a winner- debate is first of all a perception game. 

a. For Gentlemen: A long-sleeve shirt with a blazer or a full-blown suit would be sufficient. Ties are optional- but strongly preferred

b. For Ladies: Please refer to the Speech Forensics Tournament Guide
2. You don’t just bring your cases, you bring them in style. I would suggest you purchase a nice folder (not a notebook or a 3 ring binder) to hold your cases, pens, timers, and anything else you feel you will need for a debate tournament. Also, you should probably have 2 copies of both your cases just in case you lose one copy (there will most likely not be computers/printers at the tournament)
3. Bring some money- maybe 20-25 dollars. You will usually be a local debate tournament for 5-6 hours, thus you need money to purchase water, snacks, meals, etc. while you wait. 
4. Prior to a round, schematics will be distributed. A schematic is a list of the names of debaters, who’s judging them, and in what room they are in. Most LD rounds consist of two flights, an A flight and a B flight, which simply means that each round is actually divided into two, but they’re both in the same room. After finding your room, you generally wait outside of it until a judge enters. Usually the judge will wait as the debaters take a seat somewhere in the room, get organized, and preflow (if necessary-though you should do this before going into a round). The round will soon begin.

5. After the debate students will leave the room and proceed back to the main meeting area where they will wait for the next round to begin. After going to about 3 more rounds, the tournament will be over, the award ceremony will begin, and then the team will depart together and head back for Randolph.  

Additional Notes:

· During the round be respectful- don’t interrupt your opponent in the middle of his speeches for any reason

· Be kind to the judge, even if they don’t vote for you because you never know when you might have them again

· Don’t give up in the middle of a round if you “think” you are losing, trust me, you never know what the judge is thinking    

