Speech Events

Prose Interpretation*

Prose is a written book or short story cut down to a seven to ten minute selection that has a beginning, middle, and end. The performer uses a binder in which their personal “cutting” is referenced, but not read. It may be humorous or dramatic. 

Poetry Interpretation*

Poetry may be a selection of poems which are by the same author or centered on a similar topic or it may be a singular long poem. In either case, it should be between five to ten minutes. A binder is used for reference. 

Declamation*
The competitor memorizes a seven to ten minute selection of a pre-existing speech and performs it.

Impromptu Speaking*

The competitor is handed three separate topics and is told to pick one. The performer then gives a short speech on the topic. There are seven minutes that can be split up into any combination of preparation time and speaking time. Impromptu speeches do not require any sources. They are intended to give an opinion on the topic they are speaking on.

Improvisational Acting

The competitor is handed three separate topics and is told to pick one. Then, they are to give a short performance or skit which has the topic as the central theme. There are seven minutes of time given that may be split up into any combination of preparation time and performing time. Unlike impromptu speaking, improvisational acting consists of portraying [a] character[s].

Humorous Interpretation

A script, short story, or novel that is portrayed with elements of humor emphasized that is cut to seven to ten minutes. Multiple characters may be portrayed by the single performer.

Dramatic Interpretation

A script, short story, or novel that is portrayed with elements of drama emphasized that is cut to seven to ten minutes. Multiple characters may be portrayed by the single performer.

Duo Interpretation

An event that involves two people portraying a script, short story, or novel cut to seven to ten minutes. The performers cannot make direct eye contact or touch. It may be humorous or dramatic.

Original Oratory
A ten minute speech that is written and memorized by the performer on the topic of their choice. Oratories generally involve some type of general problem that requires a solution rather than a merely informative speech.

*an awesome choice for novices

